
Finance Minister to Editors’ Syndicate: 

We do not have the luxury of wasting time on the formation of the government  

If we do not form a government this month, we will face a budget issue 

The interest of all the Lebanese lies in the organization of the relations with 

Syria and we are ready to play a direct role in this sense 

 

Finance Minister Ali Hassan Khalil stressed that “We do not have the luxury of 

wasting time on the formation of the government since the current situation in the 

region requires that we have a government ready to face upcoming developments.” 

He stated, “Every day that passes without forming a government makes us lose the 

trust of both the international community and the people.” 

Minister Khalil warned against blaming external parties for the delay in the 

government formation, saying “Yes, there might be external parties taking advantage 

from the stalemate but I do not think we are facing an external decision to hinder the 

government formation.”  

The Finance Minister also declared, “If we do not form a government this month, 

we will face a budget issue and reach the end of the year without proper spending.” 

He added, “The Ministry of Finance has almost completed its report on public 

accounts and the projects aiming to close the public accounts of the previous years 

(1993-2016). 

He considered that “The interest of both Lebanese and the government lies in 

reorganizing the relations with the Syrian State based on rules determined by the 

history of this relation.” He stated, “We approve the initiation of official 

communication channels with the Syrian government away from this confusion that 

makes it sound as if this is a Syrian request that would harm Lebanon. We have 

already expressed our readiness to play a direct role in this sense.” 

Khalil made this statement during a meeting in his office with a delegation of 

Lebanese Editors headed by the president of the syndicate Elias Aoun and in 

presence of editors Joseph Kosseify, Ali Youssef and Wassef Awada. The meeting 

focused on the general situation in Lebanon. 



Khalil answered a question about the delay in the formation of the government, 

stating, “Away from finger pointing, we do not have the luxury of wasting more time 

and delaying the formation of the government. The country needs prompt action in 

this sense. The situation in the region is critical, from Palestine to Iraq to Syria. There 

is a shift happening. This is why we should have a government capable of keeping 

pace with these developments. An Administration with a clear vision about the 

coming stage, capable of taking decisions as important as the circumstances. 

Lebanese people, the world and the international community are losing their trust in 

us. The country is sending a message that its political system is failing and that the 

problem is more than a delay in the formation of the government. Indeed, when we 

are facing political, economic and social challenges and are unable to agree on a 

number or establish balances within the government, this indicates a crisis in the 

political system. 

Therefore, we should raise our voice. As a Finance Minister, I would like to stress 

that every day that passes without forming a government makes us lose the trust of 

both the international community and the people, which in turn affects the general 

situation, particularly at the economic and financial levels. We should act! 

Concerned parties should gather around a dialogue table, define responsibilities and 

take decisions. I do not blame external parties. Yes, there might be external parties 

taking advantage from the stalemate but I do not think we are facing an external 

decision to hinder the government formation. The PM has returned from abroad and 

I heard that he will speed up the formation process by contacting concerned parties, 

mainly the President of the Republic.” 

Minister Khalil answered also a question on external aids and the commitment of 

countries, saying “We have raised the ceiling of our ambitions through a very 

advanced plan. We have stated before the Cabinet that we will discuss in detail the 

outcomes of the CEDRE conference. It is true that the international community has 

expressed its will to help, but Lebanon should be ready first by being able to take 

strong decisions, which is impossible now in the absence of a government, by having 

an economic vision and by being ready to stir core changes in its policies. Any 

spending should happen within the scope of a clear vision and orientation aiming to 

achieve specific objectives. We cannot talk about 12 billion dollars without such a 

vision. This can be achieved but we need the right decisions. We have loans and 

agreements at the CDR that are worth 3 Billion and 190 Million Dollars and need a 



local funding of 500 Million Dollars. These amounts will make important changes 

in the country in terms of vital investment projects, particularly in remote areas, and 

at the level of the major problems faced by the infrastructure. In order to launch these 

changes and build on the outcomes of CEDRE conference, we need to speed up the 

government formation.  

The Ministry of Finance is committed to submit the draft 2019 Budget within 

constitutional deadlines, by the end of August. We will respect this deadline and the 

concerned administration in the Ministry is currently discussing this draft. 

Nevertheless, this matter requires the presence of a government to pass the draft and 

submit it to the Parliament, otherwise we will face the same problems and errors that 

previously existed and we will return to spending according to the “provisional 

twelfth rule” with all the problems that it will cause. In this new era full of hope, it 

is unacceptable to fall behind deadlines. If the government is not formed during this 

month, we will face a budget issue and will reach the end of the year without proper 

spending. The Ministry of Finance has almost completed its report on public 

accounts and the projects aiming to close the public accounts of the previous years 

(1993-2016). We are almost done within the deadlines.” 

Minister Khalil also answered a question about schools: “This is a complicated issue 

that requires starting a dialogue with the MEHE and continuing it with education 

related associations and bodies. H.E. the President is very interested in this issue and 

we are ready to tackle it.” 

The following question was asked to the Minister: “Speaker Nabih Berry is talking 

about parliamentary consultations and President Aoun declared on this behalf that 

he won’t wait for a long time. What does this mean?” 

He replied, “Let us be precise. Speaker Berry did not mention a sessions that requires 

constitutional procedures. He spoke about a non-binding consultation session that 

will offer the opportunity for concerned parties to politically bear their 

responsibilities. This is a precedent in the history of Lebanon, but since Speaker 

Berry suggested this since he realizes the depth of the crisis. This affected the 

Parliament and the committees were elected. We have crossed almost half of the way 

by forming committees and examining draft laws and legal suggestions. Legislation 

sessions cannot be held without a government, of course. We are preparing the drafts 

and cannot pass them without a government.  “ 



Minister Khalil was also asked about the future of the relations with Syria and 

whether Lebanon would benefit from the opening of Nassib crossing with Jordan. 

He stated, “Our stance is very clear and decisive before opening Nassib crossing or 

entering the ongoing discussion. It is in the interest of both Lebanese and the 

government to reorganize the relations with the Syrian State based on rules 

determined by the history of this relation. We approve the initiation of official 

communication channels with the Syrian government away from this confusion that 

makes it sound as if this is a Syrian request that would harm Lebanon. This is 

beneficial for both countries. Lebanon does not have any other land access to the 

Arab world or Gulf countries and we have the opportunity to export our goods to 

Arab states. We have previously discovered the cost of such closing and have seen 

our exportation decrease. Therefore, we need to have a serious discussion with the 

Syrian government. Everyone external party is doing it and Lebanon should also 

think about its interest in this matter. Coordination should happen on all levels with 

the Syrian government and not only concerning Nassib crossing. We should have 

the courage to discuss all topics, from electricity to other matters. Let us be brave 

and go have a talk with Syria instead of burying our heads in the ground.” 

He added: “We should discuss the interest of Lebanon and we will place this issue 

at the heart of the coming Cabinet’s discussions. Our aim is not to create a conflict 

with anyone. We respect the stances of others; this is their right. However, it is the 

country’s right to reorganize its relations with Syria. We are very clear on this subject 

and Speaker Berry has expressed his stance on this matter publicly. We have 

expressed our readiness to play a direct role in this matter. There is only one land 

crossing for Lebanon through Syria and we should think of our interests first and 

foremost.” 

Concerning the refugees’ crisis, Minister Khalil stated, “We agree with President 

Aoun on this subject. Lebanon should be clear while discussing this matter with the 

Syrian side. This subject should be closed. The current situation in South and North 

Syria is telling us to “act quickly before it is too late”. 

As for the latest stance of the International Security Council, Minister Khalil 

declared “We do not favor the idea of having the Security Council intervene if an 

internal matter such as the government formation because we are solely responsible 

for it. This would allow others to interfere in our internal affairs.” 


