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Date: 11/05/2021 

 
Pursuant to last week’s meeting, Caretaker Finance Minister Dr. Ghazi 
Wazni met with Caretaker Energy Minister, Raymond Ghajar, the Director 
of EDL, Kamal Hayek, and the Head of the Public Works Committee, Nazih 
Najm, to discuss the electricity problem. 
 
After the meeting, Najm stated the below: 
“We have discussed the financial situation of the electricity and the opening 
of relevant appropriations. Concerning the tanker carrying Grade A fuel oil, 
it received an advance of LBP 1500 billion and the EDL covered the 
remaining price of the barge. As for the tanker carrying Grade B fuel oil, the 
Finance Minister and the Minister of Energy are working on finding a 
formula for the opening of a relevant appropriation. 
While waiting for the 22nd of this month to receive a response concerning the 
appeal, we will be pursuing the matter of the available USD 200 million. 
However, we might face a problem by the end of this week, related to 
Karadeniz and their vessels, after the decision of the Lebanese Judiciary to 
seize the barges and decide if the USD 25 million fine is rightful or not. 
After the filing of a legal action against the owner of Karadeniz, they took 
their decision and informed EDL that they will shut down the power plants. 
This might affect us and lead to total blackout. When we decrease 400 
megawatt from the electric current network, this means we went below 900, 
and here, EDL cannot do anything. 
Najm said that following the Lebanese decision, Karadeniz decided that it 
would shut down the ships’ generators, warning that this might cause 
Lebanon to experience total blackout. 

We kindly ask all Lebanese officials to approach this matter in a way that 
does not lead to turning off the generators of the barges. At the same time, 
we have asked the DG of EDL and the Minister of Energy to prepare for the 
worst, if this happens. In case it does, we would need a gasoil ship 
immediately and we will discuss this matter later at the beginning of next 



week. 

We would like to thank both Ministers of Finance and Energy who are 
always standing by the citizens and we would like to praise the work they 
are doing.” 

 


