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Caretaker Minister of Finance, Ali Hassan Khalil, met with a delegation 
headed by the World Bank Group Vice President for Middle East and North 
Africa, Ferid Belhaj.  
 
After the meeting, Belhaj stated the following: 
 
"Our meeting with the Minister was very positive. We discussed an array of 
topics, especially the current economic situation in Lebanon, which is 
critical and requires reforms that the government has confidently started.  
We also discussed the WB financing and the cooperation between Lebanon 
and the WB which are tied by a long-standing and deep-routed relationship. 
We should build on this relationship to reach a ceiling of efficient financing 
and cooperation that allows us to move forward. “ 
 
Q: Are you concerned by the delay in the government formation?  
 
A: The delay is a matter of concern for every Lebanese citizen and for all the 
allies of Lebanon, especially in terms of economy and reforms. However, 
after our meetings today with the President of the Republic, the Speaker, the 
Prime Minister, and the Finance Minister, we are confident that the 
government formation issue will be solved shortly.  
 
Q: The impact of the refugees’ crisis? 
 
A: The Syrian refugees have been burdening the Lebanese economy for 
years, but there is a flicker of hope and we hope this matter will be solved 
shortly. 
 
Minister Khalil also met with the President of the General Confederation of 
Lebanese Workers, Bechara Asmar, heading a delegation that came to thank 
the Finance Minister for the solidarity he extended to the Confederation in 



its battle to apply the new salary scale on liberal professions and hospitals. 
 
Asmar stated “To date, we have been able to implement the scale for 
employees in EDL, water establishments and hospitals. This was 
accomplished because of the cooperation of the Finance Minister that I 
would like to thank today. I would like also to tell him that we should aim 
even higher and form a government that includes qualified persons at the 
right positions because we are facing so many problems and it is necessary 
to have officials that stand by the working class that is suffering a lot in 
Lebanon due to the harsh economic situation. On behalf of the Union of 
Liberal Professions, of both confederations and on behalf of governmental 
hospitals, I would like to extend my deepest thanks to the Finance Minister 
and hand him this commemorative plate from the General Confederation of 
Lebanese Workers, as a gesture of gratitude for his personal efforts and 
those of his entire working team at the Ministry of Finance that allowed the 
adoption of this salary scale.  


